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REQUEST FOR ARTIST SUBMISSIONS

Louisville Metro Public Art 
Announces 
Two Opportunities for Artists:

ART moves LOUISVILLE 
ART moves LOUISVILLE is an opportunity for artists to present new work, performances, and ideas around the issue of transportation and mobility in public spaces throughout the city. From the submitted responses to this Request for Information (RFI), up to five artists will be selected to develop project concepts for short-term, long-term, and event-based projects initiated in fall of 2016. The budget for the overall project series is $100,000. Individual artists’ project budgets will be determined by the artist selection panel upon review of submissions.
The Fran Huettig Public Art Project
The Fran Huettig Public Art Project is an opportunity for artists to work with community members in the Russell neighborhood, as well as the Louisville Metro Department of Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods, to develop a long-term, community-engaged public art project for the fall of 2016. The total budget for the project is $20,000.



Deadline for submissions for the above projects is June 9, 2016

ART moves LOUISVILLE 
A Public Art Project Series Presented by Louisville Metro Government and the Commission on Public Art
One of the key needs of a healthy, vibrant and functional community is ease of mobility. Streets, sidewalks, transit, bike paths and trails all form a network that allow us to get where we need to go. It is a network we often take for granted, until it ceases to serve our needs or has a negative impact on our quality of life.

Louisville, like most American cities, was founded based on access to transportation. The Ohio River, and later the railroads, facilitated movement of people and goods to and from the city. Today, Louisville is mostly a car-dominated city. Eighty percent of commuters in Louisville drive alone to and from work, while only five percent use transit or walk. Vehicle miles traveled is growing faster than the population, and people are experiencing longer commute times. A 2014 study by Walk Score ranked Louisville the 90th most walkable U.S. city.

Louisville Metro Government has a new focus on improving the city’s transportation network, called Move Louisville. Instead of just focusing on improving one mode of travel, Move Louisville looks at transportation holistically, focusing on improvements to infrastructure such as streets, sidewalks, transit, and bike facilities, as well as long-term development issues such as creating more walkable neighborhoods. Goals of Move Louisville include reducing vehicle miles traveled by 20% and reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 20% by 2020. [See “Links” section at the end of the document.]

ART moves LOUISVILLE is an opportunity for artists to present new work, performances, and ideas around the issue of transportation and mobility in public spaces throughout the city. 
Move Louisville has brought civic and community leaders together to envision the future of Louisville with better mobility options. To stimulate a broader community conversation around these issues, Louisville Metro Government, in conjunction with the Commission on Public Art (COPA), is inviting artists through Art moves Louisville to interpret and expand our thinking about our daily patterns of transportation and movement within the city through a series of site-specific public art installations.

Artists are invited to transform our experience of transportation systems and pedestrian corridors by addressing the following goals:
· Imagine a multi-modal Louisville
· Activate target corridors and activity nodes
· Present engagement and value for pedestrians and cyclists
· Break down barriers to our usage of public transportation
· Invite dialog and interaction in our public spaces
· Create arts experiences that appeal to a broad audience

From the submitted responses to this RFI, up to five artists or artist teams will be selected and placed under contract to develop concept proposals, and ultimately to develop and install short-term, long-term, and event-based projects initiated in fall of 2016. 

The budget for the overall project series is $100,000. Individual artists’ project budgets will be determined by the artist selection panel upon review of submissions and the number of artists selected to develop projects. Artists are asked to provide an estimated budget range in this submission. Selected artists will develop a full project budget in their concept proposal. Each project budget will include all costs of creating the artwork, including but not limited to artist fees, travel, design, fees paid to performers and others, insurance, engineering, fabrication, site-work, shipping, installation costs and the cost of removing the work and returning the site to its original state. In addition, artists will be expected to participate in related programming and events, including at least one public lecture related to this project series. 

Fran Huettig Public Art Project 

A Public Art Project Series Presented by the Fund for the Arts in partnership with Louisville Metro Government and the Commission on Public Art
The Fund for the Arts and Louisville Metro Government, in conjunction with the Commission on Public Art (COPA), are inviting artists to develop and implement a community-engaged public art project in the Russell neighborhood in the fall of 2016. 

The historic Russell neighborhood is located west of downtown Louisville from 9th to 32nd Streets going east to west, and from Market Street to Broadway going north to south. From the turn of the century to the 1960s, Russell was a well-established neighborhood known as “Louisville’s Harlem”; the neighborhood included America’s first library open to African-Americans, the offices of The Louisville Defender publication, and Central High School (once Louisville’s African American High School). Despite suffering recurrent disinvestment following an epic flood in the 1930s and failed urban renewal efforts in the 1960s, Russell’s strong and distinctive neighborhood identity remains. Russell’s central location, major corridors, and recent transformative civic and private investments make this community a catalyst for significant change throughout Louisville. [See “Links” section at the end of this document for more information about Russell.]

The Fran Huettig Public Art Project is an opportunity for artists to work with community members as well as the Louisville Metro department of Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods’ initiatives including One Love Louisville, a comprehensive strategy to reduce overdose, suicide and homicide rates; and Zones of Hope, a strategy for transforming a culture of violence into a culture of hope. This commission is for a long-term project, sited for five or more years.

Successful projects will consider the following goals:

· Interpret and express the unique identity of the Russell neighborhood
· Work in collaboration with community members to capture and develop a visual expression referencing the past, present and future of Russell
· Invite dialog and interaction in a public space
· Create public art that appeals to a broad audience

From the submitted responses to this RFI, up to three artists or artist teams will be selected to interview with the selection panel. The final artist or artist team will be selected based upon their submittal and the interview. The total budget for the project is $20,000. The selected artist or artist team  will propose a project budget that includes all costs of creating the artwork, including but not limited to artist fees, travel, design, insurance, engineering, fabrication, site-work, shipping, installation costs, community engagement expenses, and artwork maintenance for at least five years. In addition, the selected artist(s) will be expected to lead and participate in community events related to the development of the project. The commissioned project will be initiated in the fall of 2016.

Context

ART moves Louisville is the second project in a three-year series and builds upon recommendations in the Louisville Public Art Master Plan, developed by Creative Time in 2009. Louisville Metro Government and COPA commissioned the fall 2015 exhibition Connect|Disconnect: A Public Art Experience in the first year of the series, exploring the national trend of trails as sites for artist interventions and inviting artists to interpret a site on the Louisville Loop trail system along the Ohio River.
The Fran Huettig Public Art Project is the first of five public art projects to be commissioned in west Louisville over the next five years. The Huettig project is a partnership between the Fund for the Arts, Louisville Metro Government and COPA. The project series is funded through private donors, in memory of the late Fran Huettig, a supporter of public art and long-time employee of the Fund for the Arts.
Louisville Metro Government established a Public Art Initiative in 2010. The purpose of the Public Art Initiative is to provide high quality art installations, management of the City’s permanent collection, and administrative support services to the public so that residents and visitors may benefit from an enhanced visual environment. The Public Art Initiative is part of the Advanced Planning department within the division of Louisville Forward.

COPA is a Louisville Metro Government Commission established to advocate for public art throughout Louisville and advise Louisville Metro in the implementation of the Public Art Master Plan.

Selection Process and Project Sites

This RFI is an open call for artists working in visual art, performance, written and spoken word, site-specific interventions, sound, and digital media. Professional artists who are new to the field of public art and/or have experience interacting with the community are encouraged to apply. This RFI is open to professional artists and designers nationally, working individually or as a team.

Submittals will be reviewed by a selection panel comprised of local arts professionals, community members, and representatives of Louisville Metro Government and COPA. 
· For ART moves LOUISVILLE, the selection panel will select up to five artists or artist teams from the submittals who will be placed under contract to develop a concept proposal, and subsequently to implement their projects. Artists will be paid a stipend for the concept proposal phase to compensate for fees, presentations, and travel for site visits. 
· For The Fran Huettig Public Art Project, up to three artists or artist teams will be selected from the submittals to interview with the selection panel. Final selection of one artist or artist team will be based on the submittal and interview.

During the concept proposal process, artists will work with Metro staff and COPA to identify a specific site or sites for artwork that meet the goals for the project and align with the artist’s concept. Sites must be in the city of Louisville and will, in most cases, be owned by the city.

Criteria for artist selection includes:

· Artistic excellence – Does the quality of previous work submitted demonstrate compatibility with the project series?
· Project goals – Does the previous work submitted demonstrate an ability to create artwork that responds to the goals of the project?
· Approach – Applicants are asked to submit a brief letter describing their interest in the project, how they would approach the project, what ideas they would like to explore, and confirming their availability to meet the project timeline. Does the applicant clearly articulate their ideas and understanding of the project? Are the ideas they are interested in exploring compelling and relevant?
· Experience – This project will require projects to be designed, fabricated, installed, de-installed, and performed on time and on budget. Does the applicant have proven experience (confirmed by submitted references) to execute this project?




Technical Considerations

Installation sites will likely be limited to property owned by Metro or an associated entity. All temporary and short-term works as part of ART moves LOUISVILLE must be able to be removed without negatively altering the site. Metro will provide technical review of all concept proposals and assist with permitting.

Anticipated Timeline (dates subject to change)

Thursday, June 9, 2016			Submissions Due
By June 27, 2016			Artists Selected
Week of July 11, 2016			Artist Site Visits
August 2016				Artist Present Concept Proposals (specific dates TBD)
Fall of 2016				Installation and Unveiling 

To Submit

Please send the following materials by June 9, 2016:

· A brief letter describing your interest in the projects you are applying for, how you would approach the project, what ideas you would like to explore, and confirming your availability to meet the project timeline. Please note whether you would like to be considered for ART moves LOUISVILLE, The Fran Huettig Public Art Project, or for both opportunities.
· If submitting for ART moves LOUISVILLE, your estimated project budget (select from $5000 or less; $5000 - $10,000; $10,000 - $15,000; $15,000 - $30,000; $30,000 - $50,000; $50,000 - $75,000; or $75,000 to $100,000). A final budget will be requested as part of the selected artists’ concept proposals.
· A CV/resume and the names, titles, e-mail addresses, and phone numbers of 3 to 5 references that we can contact.
· Up to 15 jpeg images and/or up to 3 video samples documenting previous work (please provide links to online videos, do not include digital video files).
· A corresponding image/video list with title, medium, dimensions, brief description, location, date of work, commissioning entity and budget.

PLEASE DO NOT SEND SPECIFIC PROPOSALS AT THIS TIME.

Please send or email your materials to:

Sarah Lindgren
Public Art Administrator
Metro Development Center 
444 S. 5th Street, Suite 600
Louisville, Kentucky 40202
sarah.lindgren@louisvilleky.gov


Please save written materials as a PDF and images in JPEG format (at least 300 dpi). You may send us your materials on USB flash drive, compact disk (CD), or via email. If you email, please use a file sharing service such as an FTP or Dropbox. If you have any questions, please email or call Sarah at 502.574.1554.
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ARTmovesLOUISVILLE 

Vision Louisville http://visionlouisville.com/

Move Louisville https://louisvilleky.gov/government/advanced-planning/move-louisville



The Fran Huettig Public Art Project

Louisville’s Blueprint for Safe & Healthy Neighborhoods https://louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/files/safe_neighborhoods/one_love_louisville.pdf

Russell Choice Neighborhood Initiative, Existing Conditions Report http://www.lmha1.org/Russell_PPT___July_21___FINAL2_For_Posting.pdf


image1.emf

