


Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is a biodigester? 
A biodigester uses natural digestion processes to convert biodegradable materials such as food scraps, yard trimmings and spoiled or outdated food products into biogas, organic solids and liquids.  The biogas can be cleaned for use as sustainably-produced natural gas. The solids and liquids can be used as a fertilizer. Many biodigesters are built to reduce the amount of food waste and other biodegradable materials that are placed in landfills, and to use these materials as a source of renewable, clean energy.
2. Are there biodigesters in Louisville?
Yes. There are biodigesters located at two MSD treatment plants, the Morris Forman Plant and the Hite Creek Plant. There is also a biodigester at a private business in the Park Hill area. Just to the northeast of Louisville, there is a biodigester operating at a private business next to the Oldham County YMCA. 
3. Where do the draft regulations propose to locate biodigesters?
The draft regulations propose to allow biodigesters in industrial zoning districts (C-M, M-1, M-2, M-3, and EZ-1) located at least 1,320 feet from any residential use upon the approval of a conditional use permit by the Board of Zoning Adjustment.  A public hearing would be required, and the conditional use permit would be approved only if the proposed biodigester meets the listed requirements in the regulations, and the Board finds the biodigester will not have an adverse effect on neighboring property. The biodigester would also be subject to additional standards to address noise, odor, safety and other issues. 
Agricultural uses are exempt from zoning requirements under state law.  As a result, a biodigester that is part of a bona fide agricultural operation is permitted as of right with no zoning approval, and would not be subject to the requirements of the proposed regulations.
4.  How close may a biodigester be to my residence under the draft regulations?
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to the industrial zoning, the biodigester must be located at least 1,320 feet from any residential use, residentially-zoned property, college, school, religious building, park, playground, community center, hospital, nursing home, or assisted living facility.  The biodigester would also be subject to additional standards to address noise, odor, safety and other issues. 
Agricultural uses are exempt from zoning requirements under state law.  As a result, a biodigester that is part of a bona fide agricultural operation is permitted as of right, and would not be subject to the separation requirements of the proposed regulations.
5. How do the draft regulations address potential noise impacts of biodigesters? 
The draft regulations require that applicants seeking permission to build a biodigester confirm that the noise level at the property line is no more than 65 decibels, which is approximately the same noise level as a normal speaking voice. 
Agricultural uses are exempt from zoning requirements under state law.  As a result, a biodigester that is part of a bona fide agricultural operation is permitted as of right, and would not be subject to the noise requirements of the proposed regulations.
6. How do the draft regulations address potential odor impacts of biodigesters?
A plan for mitigating odor must be submitted at the time any application for a biodigester is filed. The Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District will review the plan and provide comments before a biodigester can be approved. Draft regulations propose feedstock, products of the digester and other materials to be stored inside. Unloading of vehicles delivering feedstock to the biodigester must take place inside a receiving building with all exterior doors and windows closed. 
Agricultural uses are exempt from zoning requirements under state law.  As a result, a biodigester that is part of a bona fide agricultural operation is permitted as of right, and would not be subject to the odor mitigation requirements of the proposed regulations.
7. What if there is an accident or emergency at a biodigester?
The draft regulations propose that the applicant submit an emergency response plan to Louisville Metro Emergency Management Agency/MetroSafe prior to approval of a biodigester. 
Agricultural uses are exempt from zoning requirements under state law.  As a result, a biodigester that is part of a bona fide agricultural operation is permitted as of right, and would not be subject to the emergency response plan requirement of the proposed regulations.
8. How is a conditional use permit reviewed and approved?
An applicant who proposes a biodigester must apply for a conditional use permit. This process requires the applicant to hold a neighborhood meeting to discuss the plans to build a biodigester before filing the application.  The Board of Zoning Adjustment holds a public hearing, after providing notice to surrounding property owners and other interested parties.  Conditional use permits are approved only if the application meets the listed requirements in the regulations, and the Board finds the biodigester will not have an adverse effect on neighboring property.
Agricultural uses are exempt from zoning requirements under state law.  As a result, a biodigester that is part of a bona fide agricultural operation is permitted as of right, and is not required to obtain a conditional use permit.
9. How will the draft regulations be reviewed? How can I stay involved?
Six public meetings will be held the week of July 25, as follows:
July 25, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
California Community Center: 1600 W. St. Catherine Street
Southwest Library: 9725 Dixie Highway
July 26, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
	East Government Center:  200 Juneau Drive
	Beechmont Community Center: 205 W. Wellington Avenue.
July 27, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Newburg Library: 4800 Exeter Avenue
Southcentral Government Center: 7201 Outer Loop
These meetings will be hosted by community partners and attended by representatives of the Office of Planning and Design Services who can answer questions about the draft regulations. The public is invited to attend and provide feedback on the proposed draft. 
The draft regulations also will be reviewed at a public meeting of the Planning Commission’s Planning Committee at 9 a.m. on Thursday, July 28 in the Old Jail auditorium, 514 W. Liberty Street. The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the draft regulations at a special meeting to take place at 6 p.m. on Monday, August 1, in the Old Jail auditorium.  Interested parties are invited to attend both the Planning Committee and Planning Commission meetings and provide comments on the proposed draft. 
Individuals who are unable to attend the public meetings are encouraged to submit written comments via email to Brian Mabry brian.mabry@louisvilleky.gov or by letter to 444 S. 5th St, Louisville, Kentucky 40202. All comments received by noon on August 1, 2016 will be considered by the Planning Commission prior to making its recommendation to the Metro Council.
Following the public hearings, the Planning Commission will forward a recommendation to the Metro Council, which will make the final decision on the regulations.  



