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A8

The design of any new addition or expansion
should be compatible and in proportion with
the mass and scale of the historic building,
adjacent structures, and the district.
New additions should be designed in a manner
that makes clear what is historic and what is
new. Do not design additions to appear older
than the original building.

Additions should be designed so there are
su btle d istin g u ish i n g characteristics between
the historic portion and the new alteration. This
may include simplifying details, changing
materials, or slightly altering proportion. Do
not duplicate the exact form, material, style,
and detailing of the historic building in the new
addition.
Additions should be attached to side or rear
elevations (fagades) and should be set back
from the street front fagade, and should not
damage or obscure character-defining
features.
The design of the new addition should be
subordinate to the original building. Rear and
side additions should not exceed half of the
original building's total floor area or building
footprint.
The original street front orientation of a
building should not be altered when
constructing a new addition. An addition
should not turn a secondary fagade into
primary fagade. (The side or the rear of the
house should not become the front of the
house.)

The new addition should be designed so the
first-floor height is equal to or slightly lower
than the original building. The floorto-floor
heights should be equalto or up to 10 percent
less than the original building. ln no case
should the floor heights exceed those of the
original building.
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The new addition should be designed with the
intent to maintain the same relationship of
solids (wall surfaces) to voids (window and
door openings) as the historic portion. The
size and placement of doors and windows
should be proportional to the number, size,
and shape of the new wall elevation as
compared to the mass and scale of the historic
building. See Door and Window guidelines for
more details.

A9

Full-floor additions on contributing residential
structures (adding an additional full floor on top
of a house) are not recommended unless the
full-floor addition will be compatible with the
existing streetscape and adjacent homes and
structures and the impact on the character of
the historic home is not totally transformed.

A10

Materials should be used that are the same as
or subordinate to the primary material of the
original building. Wood is subordinate to brick,
and brick and stucco are subordinate to stone.

A11

The original roof pitch, style, shape, and
volume should be respected when designing
an addition. The roof on the addition should
complement the existing roof forms, not
overuvhelm them.

A12

On commercial or institutional structures, the
construction of new additions or additional
stories should be as inconspicuous as possible
when viewed from the street and should not
damage or destroy character-defin in g featu res.
New additions or additional stories should be
set back from the historic wall plane.

A13

New additions to structures may incorporate
contemporary, energy efficient, and
sustainable design and materials. However,
do not imitate an historic style or period of
architecture in new additions, especially for
contemporary uses such as drive-in windows
or garages.
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Sunrooms or screened porches that are
compatible with the home may be constructed
as a rear or side addition and built with a
similar level of quality construction and design.
Decks may be constructed on the rear or an
inconspicuous side of the building. Do not
construct a deck on the front fagade. Decks
should be of wood construction and be either
painted or stained.
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A18

The rear deck design should not extend
beyond the side walls of the house and should
not be visible from the front fagade or street.

A19
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When adding new exterior steps, stainruays,
fire escapes, or elevator shafts, do not
radically change or damage a building's
character-defining features. The new
addition's construction scale and materials
should be compatible with the materials and
scale of the historic structure.
Exterior fire escape steps should be installed
only on the side or rear fagade of the building.
Respect the locations of original doors and
windows and do not cause undue damage to
historic materials. The fire escape should be
as inconspicuous as possible when viewed
from the street.
Exterior fire escape steps constructed of wood
should be painted or stained, oriented to the
yard, and kept to a minimum functional size.

