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2297 Lexington Road     Louisville, Kentucky 40206     502.583.9333 p     502.583.9222 f     www.swopedesigngroup.com

This urban retail and entertainment complex features a distinctive environmental graphics and wayfi nding 

program designed and implemented by Swope Design Group in collaboration with the project architect and other 

consultants. The architecture is a blend of new and historic structures with three multilevel garages and a total 

of 3,000 parking spaces. The complex spans three thoroughfares and connects to several adjacent hotels via 

pedways. Circle Centre’s owners wanted an environmental graphics program that would contribute to a “secure, 

family-friendly, fun atmosphere,” and the architects required that it be relevant to the architecture. The Swope team 

responded with a whimsical and effective theme that features distinctive Daytime and Nightime imagery for 

Phase I and Wonders of the World imagery for Phase II. The project consists of over 1,000 signs, banners, directories, 

wall and fl oor graphics, public art, fi ber optic effects, and various other design elements. Financing was provided 

through a public/private partnership and involved federal, state, and city funding.

“We are very, very pleased. This was a tough project. We had a lot of owners, if you will, to please...and [Swope 

Design Group] came through.”

-Pam Lohman, Project Coordinator/City of Indianapolis

*Architect: Ehrencrantz & Eckstut, New York*

Graphics: Kirtley Graphics (Phase I) and Abney-Huninghake Design Group (Phase II)

“Creating environments that enrich the human experience.”

Circle Centre Mall

O W N E R

Simon Property Group 
City of Indianapolis

L O C A T I O N

Indianapolis, Indiana

S I Z E

800,000 S.F.

C O M P L E T I O N

1995 (Phase I) & 1999 (Phase  II)

IN
T

ER
P

R
ET

IV
E 

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
Wayfinding System 
Master Plan

LOCATION KEY
A.1 – Big Four Bridge / Louisville Loop History / Physiographic Regions
A.2 – Lincoln*
A.3 – Fourth Street Wharf*
A.4 – Falls of the Ohio / Floods of Louisville*
A.5 – Floods of the Ohio*
A.6 – Navigation Marker
A.7 – Corn Island*
A.8 – Fourteenth Street Railroad Bridge
A.9 – Shippingport Island*
A.10 – Lannan Park History
A.11 – Marine Hospital
A.12 – McAlpine Locks and Dam
A.13 – K & I Railroad Bridge
A.14 – Portland Community
A.15 – Portland Wharf*
A.16 – Shawnee Park*
A.17 – Riverine Ecosystem
A.18 – Fountain Ferry Park
A.19 – Shawnee Park Design / History
A.20 – Chickasaw Park Design / History
A.21 – Olmsted Parkway System
A.22 – Paddy’s Run
A.23 – Rubbertown
A.24 – Southwestern Pump Station / Infrastructure
A.25 – Car Manufacturing Plant
A.26 – Valley Station Women’s Club
A.27 – Levee History
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Interpreting the LOOP
There are many “stories” to tell along the LOOP - and these stories are told on interpretive signage along the 
LOOP.  This type of signage is different than the rest of the signs proposed for the system.  While the majority 
of the wayfinding signs are intended to orient and provide direction for users - and potential users - of the trail, 
the interpretive signage offers the chance to explore the “People, Places, and Purpose” of the region.  In order 
to provide a consistent visual image along the LOOP, the interpretive signage system invites the users to discover 
the “People, Places and Purpose” behind the many unique attributes, physical / geographic highlights, cultural 
attractions and historic setting found in the region.  The graphic below illustrates the basic components of the 
interpretive signage system, and the panels to the left illustrate how that system can be applied to tell a variety 
of “People, Places and Purpose” stories along the LOOP.
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A.28 – River System
A.29 – Forested Wetlands
A.30 – Mill Creek Cutoff Bridge and Purpose
A.31 – LG&E Facility 
A.32 – River Terminals / Riverport
A.33 – Indiana Knobs / Louisville Knobs
A.34 – Riverside: Moremen Chapel / Aydelott
A.35 – Riverside: Indian Heritage
A.36 – Riverside: Farnsley Moremen Landing
A.37 – Mill Creek Outlet
A.38 – LG&E Power Plant

B.1 – Knobs Physiographic / Geology
B.2 – Knobs Ecology
B.3 – Knobs Culture
B.4 – Jefferson Memorial Forest History
B.5 – Forest Ecosystem

C.1 – MSD Trail: Purpose
C.2 – Human’s Influence: Flooding and Drainage
C.3 – Pond Creek Watershed / Hydrology
C.4 – Pond Creek Ecology
C.5 – Wetlands and Forests
C.6 – Oldham’s Island

* Existing Interpretative Signage  
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2297 Lexington Road     Louisville, Kentucky 40206     502.583.9333 p     502.583.9222 f     www.swopedesigngroup.com

This urban retail and entertainment complex features a distinctive environmental graphics and wayfi nding 

program designed and implemented by Swope Design Group in collaboration with the project architect and other 

consultants. The architecture is a blend of new and historic structures with three multilevel garages and a total 

of 3,000 parking spaces. The complex spans three thoroughfares and connects to several adjacent hotels via 

pedways. Circle Centre’s owners wanted an environmental graphics program that would contribute to a “secure, 

family-friendly, fun atmosphere,” and the architects required that it be relevant to the architecture. The Swope team 

responded with a whimsical and effective theme that features distinctive Daytime and Nightime imagery for 

Phase I and Wonders of the World imagery for Phase II. The project consists of over 1,000 signs, banners, directories, 

wall and fl oor graphics, public art, fi ber optic effects, and various other design elements. Financing was provided 

through a public/private partnership and involved federal, state, and city funding.

“We are very, very pleased. This was a tough project. We had a lot of owners, if you will, to please...and [Swope 

Design Group] came through.”

-Pam Lohman, Project Coordinator/City of Indianapolis

*Architect: Ehrencrantz & Eckstut, New York*

Graphics: Kirtley Graphics (Phase I) and Abney-Huninghake Design Group (Phase II)

“Creating environments that enrich the human experience.”
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DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE KEY
DS.1 – River Road: Witherspoon Intersection At Waterfront Park
DS.2 – Witherspoon: West River Road Intersection
DS.3 – Riverwalk, Under Overpass
DS.4 – North 8th Street Access Point
DS.5 – North 10th Street Access Point
DS.6 – Split Between Upper And Lower Trail Routes
DS.7 – Split Between Upper And Lower Trail Routes
DS.8 – 16th Street Access Point
DS.9 – Northwestern Parkway: North 19th Street
DS.10 – 22nd Street Access Point
DS.11 – Lannan Park West Access Path
DS.12 – Lannan Park East Access Path
DS.13 – Northwestern Parkway: 30th Street Intersection
DS.14 – Northwestern Parkway At Portland Wharf
DS.15 – Bank Street: N. 33rd Street Intersection
DS.16 – Northwestern Parkway &Portland Ave: N. 33rd Street
DS.17 – Trail In Wooded Floodplain West Of Portland Wharf
DS.18 – Northwestern Parkway Between N. 38th St And N 42nd Street
DS.19 – Bank Street: Northwestern Intersection
DS.20 – Shared Use Path Connection To Market Street
DS.21 – Northwestern Parkway: Market Street Intersection
DS.22 – Northwestern Parkway: Shawnee Park Drive
DS.23 – Shawnee Park Northern Access Path
DS.24 – Shawnee Park Southern Access Path

DS.25 – Southern End Of Shawnee Park
DS.26 – Southwestern Parkway: Broadway Intersection
DS.27 – Southwestern Parkway: Greenwood Ave 
             Intersection (Chickasaw Park)
DS.28 – Southwestern Parkway: Chickasaw Park South Entrance
DS.29 – Algonquin Parkway: S. 41st Street Intersection
DS.30 – Bells Lane: S. 41st Street Intersection
DS.31 – Bells Lane: Plant Access Drive Intersection
DS.32 – Plant Parking Lot
DS.33 – Shared Use Path Connection To Camp Ground Road
DS.34 – Camp Ground Road: Lees Lane Intersection
DS.35 – Camp Ground Road: Lees Lane Intersection
DS.36 – Lees Lane Terminus At Levee
DS.37 – Levee Trail: Split In Trail, Path To Overlook
DS.38 – Cane Run Road At Shared Use Path 
DS.39 – Cane Rune Road: Greenwood Road Intersection
DS.40 – Cane Rune Road: Greenwood Road Intersection
DS.41 – Levee Trail: Riverside Park Access Path
DS.42 – Levee Trail Access Point Near Winstead Drive
DS.43 – Levee Trail At Johnsontown Road
DS.44 – Levee Trail At Bethany Lane
DS.45 – Levee Trail At Moorman Road
DS.46 – MSD Trail Between Lambourne And West Manslick Road
DS.47 – Western Terminus Of MSD Trail

Sign Type Prototypical Application:

DS Directional Sign -
Trailside Application DS Directional Sign -

On-Street Application ID Identification Sign -
Trail Along Roadway

 Downtown 2.0

 Waterfront Park 1.5

 Portland Wharf 1.0

 McAlpine Locks 0.7

 Big Four Bridge 2.0

 Cox Park 2.0

 Lannan Park 0.5

 Chickasaw Park 3.0

 Shawnee Park 2.5

 Shawnee G Course 1.5

Directional SignageShared Use Path

 Shawnee Park  1.0

 Portland Wharf 0.25

 McAlpine Locks 1.0

 Lannan Park 1.25

 Downtown 2.0

Vehicular Directional Signage Shared Use PathRoadway

CD
Community 
Directional 
Marker -
In Neighborhoods

SM
Signature 
Marker -
Orientation & 
Direction

TH
Trailhead 
Sign -
Orientation at 
Trailhead


