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Louisville is Engaging Children Outdoors 
 

Louisville ECHO (Louisville is Engaging Children Outdoors) is a 
grant-funded outdoor education and recreation initiative 
managed by Jefferson Memorial Forest and the Natural Areas 
Division of Louisville Parks & Recreation that is focused on 
improving equitable access to the outdoors for Louisville youth 
and families. 



GOALS 

• Improve health and wellness 

• Increase access to green-facing jobs 

•Contribute to improvement in academic 
achievement 

•Promote social-cohesion 
 



2017 Louisville Health Equity Report 

Louisville ECHO helps address 
many social determinants of 
health: 
 
• Education 
• Early Childhood 

Development 
• Environmental Quality 
• Build Environment 
• Employment and Income and 

even 
• Neighborhood Development 

 



 

Approach: Louisville ECHO Components 

•Nature Play/ECHO Mobile (3-11 years) 

• In-School Field Trips (8-11 years) 

•Out-of-School Outdoor Recreation(8-14 years) 

•Teen Adventure Camps (12-18 years) 

•Youth Employment (16-21 years) 

•Family & Community Public Events (all ages) 

Creating CRADLE TO CAREER 
connections to nature is our goal! 



Nature Play 



Hands-On Learning 



Stewardship 



Adventure 



Career Pathways 



Family & Community 
Engagement  



Inclusive Planning Process 



Data Driven: “ECHO Kids” 



Data Driven: Tracking Nature “Dosage” 



Marketing Back 



Next Steps: What does the future hold? 

LouisvilleWest Louisville Outdoor Recreation Initiative 

• Shawnee Bicycle Pump Track (complete) 

• Shawnee Boat/Canoe Ramp (construction 2020) 

• Chickasaw Park Pond/Forest Play Area (under design) 

• Shawnee Outdoor Learning Center (design complete) 

• VISTA/AmeriCorps/Parks Job Opportunities 

• Expansion of ECHO programming across W. Louisville 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Louisville is Engaging Children Outdoors 
 

Louisville ECHO is the programmatic component of the West 
Louisville Outdoor Recreation Initiative  



Proposed: Chickasaw Park 



Proposed: Shawnee Park 



Shawnee Outdoor Learning Center 



Thank you! 


